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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 


44  Castle  Street, 
Oxford. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent  Authorities. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  South 
Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts  for  1948.  The  statistics  for  each 
district  are  shewn  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

The  combined  population  of  the  District  has  increased  from 
73,764  in  1947  to  80,600  in  1948. 

There  were  only  22  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year  (as  compared  with  29  in  the  previous  year).  This  gives  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  only  14.5  per  1,000  as  compared  with 
34  for  England  and  Wales. 

Out  of  a  total  of  1552  live  and  still  births  in  the  Combined 
Districts  there  have  been  only  two  maternal  deaths  from  puerperal 
sepsis  or  other  maternal  cause.  This  gives  a  Maternal  Mortality 
Rate  of  1.28  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1.02  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole. 

Measles  and  Whooping-Cough  have  been  more  prevalent 
throughout  the  year,  but  only  one  child  under  16  and  one  adult 
contracted  Diphtheria.  This  is  possibly  due  to  the  large  number 
of  children  who  have  been  immunised. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  various  districts  for  their  valuable  co-operation  throughout 
the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

CLEMENT  DUNSCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1948 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,679 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  3,800 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Bicester 

England 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Urban  Dist. 

&  Wales 

Live  Births 

88 

45 

43 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 

23.1 

17.9 

Legitimate 

84 

42 

42 

estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

mid-1948 

Stillbirths 

1 

Nil 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 

0.26 

0.42  per 

population 

1,000  civ¬ 
ilian  pop. 

Deaths 

43 

19 

24 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average  popula¬ 
tion 

11.3 

10.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 
Heart  Disease,  11  ;  Cancer,  4  ;  Intra¬ 
cranial  vascular  lesions,  14;  Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis  &  other  Respiratory  Dis¬ 
eases,  2  :  Tuberculosis,  3. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  List)  :  — 

Deaths 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil 


No.  30. 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births 


Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil 
Total  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — • 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (one  infant  death  in  1948) 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 


Nil 

Nil 

Nib 

11.4 

11.9 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


0.24 

0.78 

1.02 

34 


3.3  per  1,000 
live  births. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  general  Birth  Rate  is  higher,  and  the  Infant  Mortality 
and  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  lower  than  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is 
also  Surveyor  and  superintends  the  Waterworks,  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Markets, 
etc. 

Fever  Hospital  Accommodation 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  cases  are  admitted, 
when  necessary,  to  the  City  of  Oxford  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  The  Slade, 
with  whom  the  Urban  District  has  an  arrangement. 
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BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work  (including  Water  Examination) 

This  work  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
South  Parks  Road,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Professor  R.  Knox. 

Ambulance  Services 

(1)  For  accident  and  non-infectious  cases  a  motor  ambulance  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Town  and  District. 

(2)  Infectious  cases  are  usually  removed  by  the  Slade  Hospital  ambulance. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  &  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1948 


Diseases  No. 

of  Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to  Hosfiital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

.  1 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

Nil  ... 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

Measles 

5 

...  ...  — 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Nil  ... 

...  ...  — 

Pneumonia 

2 

...  ...  — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Nil  ... 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

.  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

.  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever.  Four  cases  occurred  during  the  year  and 

one  was  sent  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the 

year,  and  it  will  be  seen 

from  the  Table  below  that 

the  majority  of  the  children  have  been 

immunised  against  the 

disease. 

Measles.  Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  or  other 
Zymotic  Disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  in  the  District  who  have  been  protected  against  Diph¬ 
theria  is  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 

School  children — -Number  immunised  481 

Children  under  five — Number  immunised  325 
Boosting  Doses  ...  ...  ...  ...  29  (Jan.  to  June,  1948) 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Age  Periods 
0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65— 

Total 


Male  Female 


Male  Female 


0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 


Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  in  1948  ;  one  male  and  two  females 
suffering  from  the  pulmonary  type  of  disease. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMES  MUNICIPAL 

BOROUGH 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1948 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,382 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  8,430 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

134 

74 

60 

Legitimate 

122 

68 

54 

Illegitimate 

12 

6 

6 

Stillbirths 

5 

4 

1 

Deaths 

108 

48 

60 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 
Heart  Disease,  30  ;  Cancer,  18  ;  Intra¬ 
cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  22  ;  Tuber- 
losis,  4 ;  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
other  Respiratory  Diseases,  11. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  : — 


Deaths 

No.  29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

No.  30. 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  resident 
population 
mid-1948 

Henley 

Borough 

15.9 

England 
&  Wales 

17.9 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0.59 

0.42  per 
1,000  civ. 
ilian  pop- 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average  popula¬ 
tion 

12.8 

10.8 

Rate  per  1,000 

Nil 

0.24 

total  (live  and 

still)  births 

Nil 

0.78 

Nil 

1.02 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (5  infant  deaths)  ...  37.3 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  40.9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 


34 


3.3  per 
l,0001ive 
births 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  Maternal  Mortality  figures  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Hospitals 

(a)  FEVER.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  by  arrangement  to  the 
“  Smith  ”  Isolation  Hospital  which  is  situated  within  the  Borough. 

(b)  SMALLPOX.  The  Borough  Council  was  one  of  the  constituent  authorities 
of  the  South  Chilterns  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board  until  July,  1948. 

(c)  The  Henley  and  District  'War  Memorial  Hospital  is  now  within  the  Borough 
boundary.  It  is  a  well-equipped  Hospital  with  X-ray  and  operating  theatre. 
Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  There  is  a  motor  ambulance  at  the  Smith  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  cases  there  is  a  motor  ambulance  in  the  town. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is 
also  Borough  Surveyor  and  has  supervision  of  the  Council’s  employees  at  the 
Sewage  Pumping  Station  and  disposal  works  and  cleansing  department. 

Bacteriological  and  Laboratory  Work 

This  work  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Professor  R.  Knox. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DURING  1948 

Diseases  No.  of  Cases  notified 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

.  1 

Diphtheria 

1 

.  1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

Nil 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

Nil 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

.  1 

Dysentery 

1 

.  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Nil 

...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever.  Only  two  cases  were  notified  ;  one  was  treated  in  Hospital,  where 
a  good  recovery  was  made. 

Diphtheria.  Only  one  case  was  notified  during  1948.  It  will  be  seen  below  that 
a  large  number  of  the  children  in  the  Borough  have  been  immunised 
against  the  disease. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  1948. 

Whooping  Cough.  No  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 
Male  Eemale 

Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

1 

1 

■  0 

5-15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—25 

0 

2 

0 

0 

25—35 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35—45 

3 

2 

0 

0 

45—55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

1 

1 

0 

0 

65— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

6 

7 

1 

0 

Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  in  1948,  one  male  and  one  female 
with  the  pulmonary  type  of  disease  in  addition  to  one  male  with  non-pulmonary 
disease. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  two 
immunising  doses  of  Toxoid  Antitoxin  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 

School  children — Number  immunised  ...  ...  1037 

Children  under  five — Number  immunised  ...  623 

Boosting  Doses  (to  June,  1948)  ...  ...  ...  31 


THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1948 


Area  (Acres)  ... 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population 


3,140 

3,510 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Thame  Urban  England 


Total 

M. 

F. 

District 

&  Wales 

Live  Births 

46 

24 

22 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 

13.1 

17.9 

Legitimate 

45 

24 

21 

estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

0 

Rate  per  1.000 

0.57 

0.42  per 

population 

1,000  civ¬ 
ilian  pop. 

Deaths 

36 

16 

20 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

10.2 

10.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  :  — 
Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions,  5  ; 
Cancer,  5;  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and 
other  respiratory  diseases,  6 ;  Heart 
Disease,  12;  Tuberculosis,  3. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  List)  : — - 


No.  29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000 

Nil 

0.24 

No.  30. 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

1 

total  (live  and 
still  births) 

20.8 

0.78 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

1.02 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (no  infant  deaths) 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)... 


zero 

zero 

zero 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


34 


3.3  per  1000 
live  births 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  figures  compare  very 
favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is 
also  Surveyor  and  superintends  the  Waterworks,  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Markets, 
etc. 

Fever  Hospital  Accommodation 

Cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  by  arrangement  either  to 
the  Bullingdon  and  Wallingford  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  or  to  the  Abingdon 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work 

This  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  R.  Knox,  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  Public  Water  Supply  are  also  made  at  this  Laboratory. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year  1948 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

.  Nil 

— 

Diphtheria 

.  Nil 

— 

Measles 

.  1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

.  4 

— 

Erysipelas 

.  Nil 

— 

Smallpox 

.  Nil 

— 

Pneumonia 

.  Nil 

— 

Typhoid 

.  Nil 

— 

Paratyphoid  ... 

.  Nil 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  Nil 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  Nil 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles.  Only  one  case  was  notified  in  1948. 

Whooping  Cough.  Only  four  cases  were  notified  in  1948. 

Typhoid  Fever.  No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Paratyphoid.  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia.  No  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  majority  of  children  under  16  have  been  immunised, 
and  a  large  number  of  “boosting”  injections  given  to  those  inocu¬ 
lated  in  the  past. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  two 
immunising  doses  of  Toxoid  Antitoxin  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 

Schoolchildren — Number  immunised  ...  ...  451 

Children  under  five — Number  immunised  ...  285 

Boosting  Doses  (to  June,  1948)  ...  ...  ...  112 
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THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Age  Periods 
0—  1 
]—  5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65— 


Total 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


1 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1. 


Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  in  1948 — two  male  and  one  female 
from  the  pulmonary  type.  There  were  no  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1948 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  90,643 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  28,630 


Bullingdon  England 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Rural  Dist. 

&  Wales 

Live  Births 

607 

308 

299 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 

21.2 

17.9 

Legitimate 

570 

288 

282 

estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

Illegitimate 

37 

20 

17 

Stillbirths 

16 

9 

7 

Rate  per  1,000 

0.55 

0.42  per 

population 

1,000  civ¬ 
ilian  pop. 

Deaths 

254 

134 

120 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population 

8.8 

10.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 
Heart  Disease,  94;  Cancer,  49;  Intra¬ 
cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  30;  Bronchi¬ 
tis,  5  ;  Pneumonia,  9  ;  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  8;  Nephritis,  2;  Influ¬ 
enza,!;  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  List)  : — 


No.  29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 

1.6 

0.24 

No.  30. 

Other  Puerperal 

causes  Nil 

(live  and  still) 
births 

Nil 

0.78 

Total  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

1.02 
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BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Bullingdon  Rural  England 
District  &  Wales 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (7  infant  deaths) 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


11.5  34 

10.5 
27.0 
49 
Nil 
Nil 

1  3.3  per  1,000 

live  births 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  Death  Rate  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  compare 
most  favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
together  with  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Fever  Hospital 

Cases  are  admitted  for  treatment  at  the  Bullingdon  and  Wallingford  Joint 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Wallingford.  There  is  a  motor  ambulance  for  infectious 
cases  at  this  Hospital.  The  Council  has  been  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of 
the  South  Chilterns  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board  (until  July,  1948). 

♦ 

Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work 

(including  Water  Examination)  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Professor 
R.  Knox. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1948 


Diseases  No.  of  Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

20 

.  15 

Diphtheria 

0 

.  0 

Pneumonia 

2 

.  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

.  1 

Erysipelas 

5 

.  0 

Measles 

492 

.  9 

Whooping  Cough 

95 

.  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0 

.  0 

Typhoid 

0 

.  0 

Paratyphoid  ... 

0 

.  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

.  2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

.  0 

Malaria 

0 

.  0 

Dysentery 

18 

.  10 

Scarlet  Fever.  Out  of  20  notified 

cases 

there  were  no 

deaths.  The  majority  of 

the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  15  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Fever 

Hospital. 
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Diphtheria.  There  were  no  cases  notified  in  1948.  The  majority  of  the  children 
in  the  district  have  been  inoculated. 

Measles.  492  patients  were  notified.  Nine  patients  were  treated  in  hospital,  but 
there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 

Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  was  also  prevalent;  there  were  95  cases,  but  there 
were  no  deaths.  One  complicated  cases  was  treated  in  Hospital. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis.  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  There  were  two  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  There  was  one  death  from  the  disease  in  1948. 

Dysentery.  18  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  They  were  of  a 
mild  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Ten  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Bullingdon  District  who  have  now  been  pro¬ 
tected  against  Diphtheria  by  the  injection  of  two  immunising  doses  of  Toxoid 
Antitoxin  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

School  children — Number  immunised  .  ...  3,221 

Children  under  five — Number  immunised  ...  1,897 

Boosting  Doses  (until  June,  1948)  ...  ...  440 


Age  Periods 
0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  — 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases 


Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


0 

2 

3 

6 

5 

2 

2 

1 

0 


0 

0 

2 

11 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 


0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total  21  19  3  3 


Eight  deaths  (5  male  and  3  female)  were  recorded  during  the  year  from  pulmonary 
disease,  and  also  one  female  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Owing  to  the  failure  of  private  wells,  the  Council  was  obliged  during  the 
summer  to  transport  water  to  the  following  parishes  : — Christmas  Common  and 
Greenfields  in  the  parish  of  Watlington  ;  Tetsworth  ;  Lewknor  ;  Little  Milton  ; 
Brightwell  Baldwin  ;  Great  Milton  ;  Towersey  and  Berrick  Salome. 

During  the  year  163  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these  33  were  found  to  be  in  Class  1,  13  in  Class  2,  28  in  Class  3 
and  89  in  Class  4. 


The  water  mains  of  the  Oxford  City  Council  were  extended  during  the  year 
from  Wheatley  to  the  parish  of  Horspath. 


The  number  of  houses  in  the 

various 

parishes  connected  to  the 

public  mains 

during  the  year  is  given  below. 

Parish 

Domestic 

Meter 

Total 

Beckley  ... 

8' 

3 

11 

Benson 

20 

— 

20 

Ewelme 

36 

— 

36 

Forest  Hill 

40 

1 

41 

Garsington 

2 

— 

2 

Holton 

3 

— 

3 

Horspath 

73 

4 

77 

Littlemore 

99 

3 

102 

Old  Marston 

21 

— 

21 

Sandford-on-Thames 

23 

— 

23 

Stanton  St.  John 

12 

1 

13 

Wheatley 

34 

4 

38 

371 

16 

387 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Sandhills  Estate  in  the  parish  of  Forest 
Hill  was  sewered,  which  involved  the  construction  of  919  yards  of  9-inch  and 
1,599  yards  of  6-inch  sewers.  With  the  exception  of  two,  all  the  properties  on  the 
Estate  were  connected  to  the  new  sewer. 

The  number  of  houses,  including  the  above,  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  during  the  year  totalled  485,  made  up  as  follows  ; — 

Forest  Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Littlemore  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Old  Marston  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Total  485 


All  the  butchers  in  the  Bullingdon  area  are  supplied  through  the  Wholesale 
Meat  Suppliers’  Association  from  Oxford,  and  consequently  the  only  carcases 
inspected  in  the  district  are  those  for  emergency  slaughter. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  was  715|^  lbs. 


HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1948 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  52,297 
Estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  20,090 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Henley  Rural  England 


Total 

M. 

F. 

District 

&  Wales 

Live  Births 

319 

177 

142 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  resident 

15.4 

17.9 

Legitimate 

296 

158 

138 

population 

mid-1948 

Illegitimate 

23 

19 

4 

Stillbirths 

4 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1,000 

0.19 

0.42  per 

population 

1,000  civ¬ 
ilian  pop. 

Deaths 

184 

90 

94 

Death  Rate  per 

9.1 

10.8 

1,000  estimated 
average  popula¬ 
tion 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  ;  — 
Heart  Disease,  59;  Cancer,  33;  Intra¬ 
cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  31  ;  Bron¬ 
chitis,  7  ;  Pneumonia,  3  ;  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  3;  other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  1  ;  Influenza,  0. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  List)  ; — 


No.  29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000 

Nil 

0.24 

No.  30. 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

total  (live  and 
still)  births 

Nil 

0.78 

T otal  ..  ...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

1.02 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

19.0 

34 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

23.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

33 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

1 

3.3  per  1,000 

live  births 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  general  Death  Rate  and  both  the  Maternal  Mortality 
and  the  Infant  Mortality  figures  compare  favourably  with  those  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is 
also  Surveyor,  together  with  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Fever  Hospital 

The  “Smith”  Isolation  Hospital  is  now  situated  within  the  Borough  of  Henley. 
It  also  serves  three  parishes  of  the  R.D.  of  Wickham  (Bucks),  and  cases  can  be 
admitted  from  the  Borough  of  Henley.  The  Council  has  been  one  of  the  constituent 
authorities  of  the  South  Chilterns  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board  (until  July,  1948). 

Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Walton  Street, 
Oxford,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  R.  Knox.  Water  examinations  are  also 
carried  out  at  this  Laboratory. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1948 


Diseases  No.  of  Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

20 

.  18 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

— 

Diphtheria 

0 

— 

Erysipelas 

0 

.  1 

Smallpox 

0 

— 

Measles 

148 

.  3 

Pneumonia 

10 

...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

.  1 

Typhoid 

0 

— 

Paratyphoid  ... 

0 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

0 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

0 

...  ...  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  Amongst  20  notified  cases  of  this  disease  there  were  no  deaths. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  18  were  treated  in  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Measles.  148  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
the  disease.  Three  complicated  cases  were  nursed  in  Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  out  of  the  15  notified 
cases. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.  No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  but  one  case 
died  outside  the  district. 

Typhoid  Fever.  There  were  no  cases  in  1948. 

Diphtheria.  No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  It  will  be  seen  below  that  the 
majority  of  the  children  in  the  District  have  been  immunised  against  the 
disease. 


13 


HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  two 
immunising  doses  of  Toxoid  Antitoxin  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


School  children — Number  immunised  ...  1,951 

Children  under  five — Number  immunised  ...  1,181 
Boosting  Doses  (until  June,  1948)  ...  ...  266 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  with  reference  to  these  diseases. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  now  notifiable,  and  complicated  cases  of  these 
and  other  minor  infectious  diseases  can  be  treated  in  Hospital  under  special  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Measles  has  been  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  148  cases  were 
notified.  Whooping  Cough  has  been  somewhat  less  prevalent  than  last  year. 


Age  Periods 
0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35-t45 
45—55 
55—65 
65— 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


0 

0 

0 

3 

4 
6 
2 
0 
0 


0 

0 

3 
5 
1 

4 
2 
0 
0 


0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 


0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total  15  15  5  2 


Four  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  1948  :  1  male  and  2  females 
from  the  pulmonary  type  of  the  disease,  and  one  non-pulmonary  case  occurring  in 
a  female. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  scheme  for  extending  the  mains  to  those  parts 
of  the  area  in  which  a  piped  supply  was  not  available,  and  of  the  £10,200  author¬ 
ised  £6,045  has  now  been  spent. 


The  schemes  already  completed  are  as  follows  : — 


Scheme  No.  4 

12 

13 

14 
16 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


Woodcote. 

Stonor. 

Pishill  Village. 

Ipsden. 

Hailey. 

Stoke  Row. 

Newnham  Hill. 

Berrins  Hill  and  Well  Place,  Ipsden. 
Maidensgrove. 

Pishill  Bank. 


The  following  schemes  are  still  outstanding  :• — 


Scheme  No.  1 
3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 


Goring. 

South  Stoke. 

Hill  Bottom,  Whitchurch. 
Nuney  Green. 

Cane  End. 

Trench  Green. 

Sonning  Eye. 

Kingwood. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES. 


The  Council’s  consulting  Engineers  have  been  proceeding  with  the  details 
of  the  various  schemes  authorised  by  the  Council  and  most  of  the  preliminary 
work  is  now  complete.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 


Goring  . 

Sonning  Common 

Shiplake  . 

Nettlebed 

Whitchurch 

Crowmarsh 


Approved  by  Ministry  :  it  is  hoped  that 
tenders  will  be  obtained  in  the  near  future 

All  preliminary  details  and  engineering 
proposals  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  who  should  hold  a  Local  Inquiry 
shortly. 


Estimated 

Cost 

£63,000 

I  £99,000 
£69,000 
f£23,500 
J  £16,500 


The  outfall  site  is  now  being  settled.  Details 
are  being  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry.  £14,000 


In  connection  with  the  scheme  now  under  consideration,  the  Council  have 
been  successful  in  negotiating  for  the  acquisition  of  certain  Outfall  Works,  which 
were  constructed  for  the  use  of  camps  at  Nettlebed,  Whitchurch  and  Crowmarsh. 
The  Engineers’  proposals  are  based  on  the  utilisation  of  these  Works. 
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PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1948 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  79,911 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  16,140 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Ploughley  England 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Rural  Dist. 

&  Wales 

Live  Births 

323 

164 

159 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  resident 

20.0 

17.9 

Legitimate 

305 

151 

154 

population 

mid-1948 

Illegitimate 

18 

13 

5 

Stillbirths 

8 

3 

5 

Rate  per  1,000 

0.49 

0.42  per 

population 

1,000  civ¬ 
ilian  pop. 

Deaths 

127 

62 

65 

Death  Rate  per 

7.9 

10.8 

1,000  estimated 
average  popula¬ 
tion 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  :  — 
Heart  Disease,  30;  IntracranialVascular 
Lesions,  21  ;  Cancer,  16  ;  Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  Dis¬ 
eases,  17  ;  Nephritis,  1  ;  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  9  ;  other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  0  ;  Influenza,  1. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Head¬ 
ings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  List)  : — 


No.  29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000 

Nil 

0.24 

No.  30. 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

total  (live  and 
still)  births 

Nil 

0.78 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

1.02 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (3  deaths) 
Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


9.3 

9.8 


zero 

16 

Nil 


34 


3.3  per  1,000 
live  births 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  general  Death  Rate  and  both  the  Infant  Mortality  and 
Maternal  Mortality  figures  compare  favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole. 
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PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Staff 

Consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  is  also  the  Surveyor,  together  with  one  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Fever  Hospital  Accommodation 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  certain  patients  are, 
when  necessary,  admitted  to  the  City  of  Oxford  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
in  The  Slade.  The  Council  has  been  one  of  the  Constituent  Authorities  of 
the  South  Chilterns  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work 

Is  now  carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  R.  Knox.  The  Laboratory 
also  undertakes  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies.  Samples 
are  also  sent  away  for  chemical  analysis  when  necessary. 


PREVALENCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year  1948 


Diseases 


No.  of  Cases  Notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  263 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  90 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  0 

Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ...  0 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  15 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  0 


Admitted  to  Hospital 
2 


1 


1 

8 

1 


Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  8  notified  cases  of  this  disease,  of  whom  2  received 
Hospital  treatment,  the  remainder  being  isolated  at  home.  There  were  no 
deaths,  and  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year  1948.  A  large 
number  of  the  children  in  the  district  have  been  inoculated  against  the 
disease. 

Measles.  This  disease  has  been  more  prevalent,  but  there  were  no  deaths  amongst 
the  263  cases  notified. 

Pneumonia.  Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis.  No  case  was  notified  in  1948. 

Whooping  Cough.  90  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  the  disease  during  the  year  1948. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid.  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Dysentery.  15  cases  were  notified,  and  8  admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum.  Only  one  case  was  notified  and  received  treatment  in 
Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

0—  1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1—  5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5—15 

1 

2 

0 

0 

15—25 

3 

2 

1 

0 

25—35 

0 

3 

0 

1 

35—45 

1 

1 

1 

0 

45—55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  8  9  2  1 


During  the  year  nine  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were  recorded — six  male  and 
three  female  pulmonary  cases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  number  of  children  in  the  District  who  have  been  protected  against 
Diphtheria  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


School  children — Number  immunised 
Children  under  five — Number  immunised 
Boosting  Doses  (until  June,  1948) 


1,858 

1,017 

270 
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WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES. 

Bucknell. — The  Council  have  acquired  a  privately  owned  scheme  which 
supplies  the  village  and  farms. 

Chesterton. — A  scheme  based  on  a  new  borehole  has  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  work  has  begun. 

Cottisford.- — A  scheme  based  on  an  existing  housing  site  borehole  has  been 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  has  been  held 
— result  awaited. 

Fencot  and  Mur  cot. — Oxford  City  has  been  asked  to  prepare  an  extension 
scheme  from  Charlton-on-Otmoor,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  ap¬ 
proved  the  scheme. 

Fringford. — A  scheme  based  on  an  existing  borehole  has  been  approved  by 
the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Fritwell. — A  scheme  based  on  a  new  borehole  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  An  Inquiry  has  been  held,  and  the  result  is  awaited. 

Hethe. — A  scheme  based  on  a  new  borehole  has  been  approved  by  the  Council 
and  is  being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Launton. — A  scheme  based  on  an  existing  housing  site  borehole  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  contract  has  been  let,  and 
work  will  begin  when  materials  are  available. 

Mixbury. — It  is  proposed  to  install  a  supply  from  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Oddington,  Noke  &  Charlton-on-Otmoor. — A  scheme,  approved  by 
Oxford  City,  has  been  commenced,  and  is  nearing  completion. 

Piddington. — A  Water  Main  throughout  the  village  has  been  completed. 

Somerton. — A  scheme  based  on  an  existing  housing  site  borehole  has  been 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  is  being  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Souldern. — A  scheme  based  on  an  existing  housing  site  borehole  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Upper  Heyford. — A  scheme  based  on  a  new  borehole  has  been  approved  by 
the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Work  on  the  new  Kidlington  £214,000  Sewerage  Scheme  commenced  in 
March,  and  good  progress  is  being  made.  The  scheme  is  comprehensive  enough 
to  cope  with  a  considerable  increase  in  the  population  of  Kidlington,  as  well  as 
eventually  to  link  up  with  Begbroke  and  Yarnton. 
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SOUTH  OXON  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

104 

143 

5 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority . 

131 

134 

9 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  -(excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

43 

Nil 

TOTAL  . 

278 

277 

14 

Nil 
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